
TYRE talk
Tohru Ubukata - Manager, Bridgestone 
Motorcycle Tyre Development

Motegi has a stop-and-go nature featuring some 
heavy braking and hard acceleration points which 
traditionally tend to bunch the field and provide close 
racing. A strong centre section of each tyre is essential for 
stability from the front under heavy braking and traction 
from the rear when accelerating hard. It is in these areas 
that our tyres will face the greatest pressure in Motegi.

With the change of date the temperature is higher than 
it would have been in April so we have amended our 
compound selection to go one step harder front and rear. 
The track surface is high-grip and quite 
abrasive, and the circuit layout doesn’t 
feature many left-hand corners so 
this year, along with riders’ feedback 
from last year, we have decided to 
bring asymmetric rear slicks. 
We continuously study last 
year’s data in an effort to 
refine our compound 
specifications and we 
listen to the riders and 
Motegi is a good example 
of this.

Bridgestone go asymmetric in the East
Round fourteen takes Bridgestone to 
their home grand prix in Japan, held 
at the Twin Ring Motegi circuit near 
Mito, just a few hours from the Tokyo 
headquarters of Bridgestone Corporation.

After the original calendar slot in April, the 

Icelandic volcanic eruption and the ensuing travel 

disruptions forced a rescheduled date at the 

start of October as the first of a trio of overseas 

grands prix in Japan, Malaysia and Australia.

This date change means that the 

prevailing conditions are expected to 

be warmer than at the start of the year 

so Bridgestone have revised the slick 

tyre selection in favour of slightly harder 

compounds to offer better performance 

more suited to this season. 

The 4.8km circuit features four long 

and fast straights followed by very heavy 

braking points, and the circuit’s layout is 

characterised by hard acceleration followed 

by heavy braking. This places the emphasis 

on front tyre stability and a strong centre 

section, and good traction from the rear 

tyre. The most notable exception to this is 

the very fast and flowing 130R to S-corner, 

through which the riders must have 

complete confidence to commit.

The Japanese Grand Prix is one 
of a number of races at which 
Bridgestone’s asymmetric 
rear slick tyre usage has been 
increased this season.
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Circuit information Records

First race	 1999

No. of GPs held	 11

Laps	 24 (MotoGP) 23 (Moto2) 20 (125cc)

Track length	 4.801km / 2.983 miles (Width 14m)

Race distance	 115.224 km / 71.592 miles

Longest straight	 0.762m / 0.473 miles

Corners	 14 (8 right, 6 left)

Pole position	 1m 45.543s (163.758Km/h)

	 Jorge Lorenzo (Yamaha, 2008)

Fastest lap	 1m 47.091s (161.391Km/h)

	 Casey Stoner (Ducati, 2008)

Race time	 43m 09.599s (160.181Km/h)

	 Valentino Rossi (Yamaha, 2008)

2009 Winner	 Jorge Lorenzo (Yamaha)

www.bridgestonemotorsport.com
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Source : www.motogp.com & Haynes MotoGP Season Review. Information subject to change

SELECTED TYRE 
COMPOUNDS :
FRONT : 	 MEDIUM
	 HARD
REAR :	 MEDIUM
	 HARD

circuit severity rating

FRONT tyre

REAR tyre

LEFT CENTRE RIGHT

LEFT CENTRE RIGHT

MILD SEVERE

08:40-09:00	 125cc Warm Up

09:10-09:30	 Moto2 Warm Up

09:40-10:00	 MotoGP Warm Up

12:00	 125cc Race (20 laps)

13:15	 Moto2 Race (23 laps)

15:00	 MotoGP Race (24 laps)

sunday

Event schedule Local time

12:40-13:40	 125cc Free Practice 1 

13:55-14:55	 MotoGP Free Practice 1 

15:10-16:10	 Moto2 Free Practice 1

friday	

saturday

09:00-09:40	 125cc Free Practice 2 

09:55-10:55	 MotoGP Free Practice 2 

11:10-12:10	 Moto2 Free Practice 2

13:00-13:40	 125cc Qualifying Practice 

13:55-14:55	 MotoGP Qualifying Practice

15:10-15:55	 Moto2 Qualifying Practice	
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Teams and riders order based on 2009 team championship position. *Most recent performance listed.   Teams and RIDERS

Héctor Barberá Bike number 40
Age: 23 DOB: 2/11/1986 Nationality: Spanish
GP Debut: QAT10 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 13 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 66
Best championship position: NA

Paginas Amarillas Aspar
Machine: Ducati Desmosedici GP10

Web: www.teamaspar.net

Mika Kallio Bike number 36
Age: 27 DOB: 8/11/1982 Nationality: Finnish
GP Debut: QAT09 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 29 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 101
Best championship position: 15th (2009)

Aleix Espargarò Bike number 41
Age: 21 DOB: 30/7/1989 Nationality: Spanish
GP Debut: IND09 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 17 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 66
Best championship position: 18th (2009)

Pramac Racing Team Machine: Ducati Desmosedici GP10 Web: www.pramacracing.com

Casey Stoner Bike number 27
Age: 24 DOB: 16/10/1985 Nationality: Australian
GP Debut: SPA06 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 78 (MotoGP)
Wins: 21 Poles: 20 Fastest laps: 18 Podiums: 41 Points: 2041
Best championship position: 1st (2007)

Nicky Hayden Bike number 69
Age: 29 DOB: 30/7/1981 Nationality: American
GP Debut: JPN03 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 129 (MotoGP)
Wins: 3 Poles: 5 Fastest laps: 6 Podiums: 27 Points: 1216
Best championship position: 1st (2006)

Ducati Team Machine: Ducati Desmosedici GP10 Web: www.ducati.com

Colin Edwards Bike number 5
Age: 36 DOB: 27/2/1974 Nationality: American
GP Debut: JPN03 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 132 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 3 Fastest laps: 3 Podiums: 11 Points: 1021
Best championship position: 4th (2005)

Ben Spies Bike number 11
Age: 26 DOB: 11/7/1984 Nationality: American
GP Debut: GBR08 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 17 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 1 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 2 Points: 160
Best championship position: 19th (2008)

Monster Yamaha Tech 3 Machine: Yamaha YZR-M1 Web: www.teamtech3.fr

Marco Melandri Bike number 33
Age: 28 DOB: 7/8/1982 Nationality: Italian
GP Debut: JPN03 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 125 (MotoGP)
Wins: 5 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 3 Podiums: 20 Points: 988
Best championship position: 2nd (2005)

Marco Simoncelli Bike number 58
Age: 23 DOB: 20/1/1987 Nationality: Italian
GP Debut: QAT10 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 13 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 72
Best championship position: NA

San Carlo Honda Gresini Machine: Honda RC212V Web: www.gresiniracing.com

Loris Capirossi Bike number 65
Age: 37 DOB: 4/4/1973 Nationality: Italian
GP Debut: AUS95 (500cc) GP Starts: 200 (MotoGP/500cc)
Wins: 9 Poles: 13 Fastest laps: 10 Podiums: 42 Points: 1794
Best championship position: 3rd (2006*)

Álvaro Bautista Bike number 19
Age: 25 DOB: 21/11/1984 Nationality: Spanish
GP Debut: QAT10 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 12 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 49
Best championship position: NA

Rizla Suzuki MotoGP Machine: Suzuki GSV-R Web: www.rizla-suzuki-motogp.co.uk

Dani Pedrosa Bike number 26
Age: 24 DOB: 29/9/1985 Nationality: Spanish
GP Debut: SPA06 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 82 (MotoGP)
Wins: 12 Poles: 17 Fastest laps: 21 Podiums: 48 Points: 1168
Best championship position: 2nd (2007)

Andrea Dovizioso Bike number 4
Age: 24 DOB: 23/3/1986 Nationality: Italian
GP Debut: QAT08 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 48 (MotoGP)
Wins: 1 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 1 Podiums: 6 Points: 467
Best championship position: 5th (2008)

Repsol Honda Team Machine: Honda RC212V Web: www.world.honda.com/motogp

Valentino Rossi Bike number 46
Age: 31 DOB: 16/2/1979 Nationality: Italian
GP Debut: RSA00 (500cc) GP Starts: 176 (MotoGP/500cc)
Wins: 78 Poles: 49 Fastest laps: 63 Podiums: 134 Points: 3224
Best championship position: 1st (x7, 2009*)

Jorge Lorenzo Bike number 99
Age: 23 DOB: 4/5/1987 Nationality: Spanish
GP Debut: QAT08 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 47 (MotoGP)
Wins: 12 Poles: 14 Fastest laps: 9 Podiums: 30 Points: 735
Best championship position: 2nd (2009)

Fiat Yamaha Team Machine: Yamaha YZR-M1 Web: www.yamaha-racing.com

Current riders in black

After the initial trial at the Grand Prix of Aragon, the schedule of practice 
sessions will return to normal for the Japanese Grand Prix. That is, three 
practice sessions of one hour each, including qualifying. However, the 
Friday morning session will return for Estoril and Valencia.

FACT

TOTAL	 3	 65	 62	 55	 182	 62

Valentino Rossi	 2	 16	 11	 7	 34	 10
Casey Stoner	 1	 21	 7	 11	 39	 19
Jorge Lorenzo	 -	 11	 9	 4	 24	 10
Dani Pedrosa	 -	 6	 10	 7	 23	 7
Loris Capirossi	 -	 6	 7	 4	 17	 5
Makoto Tamada	 -	 2	 1	 1	 4	 3
Chris Vermeulen	 -	 1	 3	 3	 7	 3
Andrea Dovizioso	 -	 1	 1	 3	 5	 -
Troy Bayliss	 -	 1	 -	 -	 1	 -
Marco Melandri	 -	 -	 3	 1	 4	 -
Toni Elias	 -	 -	 2	 3	 5	 -
John Hopkins	 -	 -	 1	 3	 4	 1
Ben Spies	 -	 -	 1	 1	 2	 1
Shinya Nakano	 -	 -	 1	 1	 2	 -
Randy de Puniet	 -	 -	 1	 1	 2	 -
Kenny Roberts Jr	 -	 -	 1	 -	 1	 1
Alex de Angelis	 -	 -	 1	 -	 1	 -
Colin Edwards	 -	 -	 1	 -	 1	 -
Oliver Jacque	 -	 -	 1	 -	 1	 -
Nicky Hayden	 -	 -	 -	 2	 2	 -
Carlos Checa	 -	 -	 -	 2	 2	 - 
Alex Barros	 -	 -	 -	 1	 1	 -
Jeremy McWilliams	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 1
Sete Gibernau	 -	 -	 -	 -	 0	 1

top results on bridgestone tyres
TITLES WINS 2NDs 3RDs PODIUMS POLESRIDER

Hiroshi Aoyama Bike number 7
Age: 28 DOB: 25/10/1981 Nationality: Japanese
GP Debut: QAT10 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 7 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 0 Points: 29
Best championship position: NA

Interwetten Honda MotoGP
Web: www.interwetten-honda-motogp.com

Machine: Honda RC212V

Randy de Puniet Bike number 14
Age: 29 DOB: 14/2/1981 Nationality: French
GP Debut: SPA06 (MotoGP) GP Starts: 82 (MotoGP)
Wins: 0 Poles: 0 Fastest laps: 0 Podiums: 2 Points: 393
Best championship position: 11th (2009*)

LCR Honda MotoGP Machine: Honda RC212V Web: www.lcr.mc



teams' Championship
1. Fiat Yamaha Team - 425 
2. Repsol Honda Team - 367

3. Ducati Team - 280

4. Monster Yamaha Tech 3 - 201

5. San Carlo Honda Gresini - 148

6. Rizla Suzuki MotoGP - 90

7. LCR Honda MotoGP - 86

8. Pramac Racing Team - 83

9. Paginas Amarillas Aspar - 66

10. Interwetten Honda MotoGP - 44
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RACE WEATHER CONDITIONS
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RACE TRACK CONDITIONS

TOTAL
WINS

PODIUM
POS - RIDER

Calendar & RIDERs' ChampionshipRACE
KEY

A : Reason retired     B : Final race position     C : Grid position     D : Championship points     F : Front tyre choice at start     R : Rear tyre choice at start             : Tyre changes     AC : Accident     DQ : Disqualified     RT : Retired     TC : Technical     DNS : Did not start

C
D

BA
F
R

QAT

11/04/10

Losail

ITA

06/06/10

Mugello

SPA

02/05/10

Jerez

FRA

23/05/10

Le Mans

GBR

20/06/10

Silverstone

CAT

04/07/10

Catalunya

MAL

10/10/10

Sepang

VAL

07/11/10

Valencia

*GER

18/07/10

Sachsenring

POR

31/10/10

Estoril

HOL

26/06/10

Assen

CZE

15/08/10

Brno

RSM

05/09/10

Misano

AUS

17/10/10

Phillip Island

USA

25/07/10

Laguna
Seca

IND

29/08/10

Indianapolis

ARA
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results on bridgestone tyres by season

2002	 2 Teams - 3 Riders	 16	 12th (Aoki)	 7th (Proton)	 0 (best 5th)	 1	 0	

2003	 2 Teams - 3 Riders	 16	 11th (Tamada)	 9th (Pramac)	 0 (best 3rd)	 0	 1

2004	 3 Teams - 5 Riders	 16	 6th (Tamada)	 3rd (Camel)	 2 (x2 Tamada)	 4	 4

2005	 3 Teams - 7 Riders	 17	 6th (Capirossi)	 4th (Ducati)	 2 (x2 Capirossi)	 3	 8

2006	 3 Teams - 8 Riders	 17	 3rd (Capirossi)	 3rd (Ducati)	 4 (x3 Capirossi)	 6	 11	 	
	 	 	 	   	    (x1 Bayliss)	    	

2007	 5 Teams - 12 Riders	 18	 1st (Stoner)	 1st (Ducati)	 12 (x10 Stoner)	 6	 33
	 	 	 	 	      (x1 Vermeulen)	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	      (x1 Capirossi)	 	

2008	 7 Teams - 13 Riders	 18	 1st (Rossi)	 1st (Yamaha)	 15 (x9 Rossi)	 12	 35	 	
	 	 	 	 	      (x6 Stoner)	 	

2009	 12 Teams - 22 Riders	 17	 1st (Rossi)	 1st (Yamaha)	 17 (x6 Rossi)	 17	 51
	 	 	 	 	      (x4 Lorenzo)	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	      (x4 Stoner)	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	      (x2 Pedrosa)	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	      (x1 Dovizioso)	 	

2010	 10 Teams - 21 Riders	 13			   13 (x7 Lorenzo)	 13	 39
	 	 	 	 	      (x4 Pedrosa)	
	 	 	 	 	      (x1 Rossi)	
     	 	 	 	 	      (x1 Stoner)
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constructors'
1. Yamaha - 293 
2. Honda -265

3. Ducati -195

4. Suzuki - 72
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Bridgestone Motorsport Round-Up
F1 As this stat sheet goes to print, the Formula One World Championship is embarking on its overseas gaggle races as the 
championship reaches its climax. The Singapore, Japanese and Korean Grands Prix precede the final back-to-back pairing of Brazil 
and Abu Dhabi as the title tussle rages with the top five split by just 24 points.

GP2 At the Italian Grand Prix, the last European event for the series this year, Pastor Maldonado wrapped up the GP2 Series title race 
to be crowned 2010 Champion. Sam Bird won the first race at Monza, and Christian Vietoris took victory in the second. The final round 
of the series is in Abu Dhabi on 13-14 November.

IndyCar The IndyCar title race is reaching fever pitch. Helio Castroneves won last time out at the Indy Japan 300 at Motegi, but 
crucially Dario Franchitti was second ahead of points leader Will Power in third, reducing the gap to just 12 points with just the Cafes 
Do Brasil Indy 300 to run on 2 October. Castroneves moves into third overall just four points ahead of Scott Dixon.

During last year’s Japanese Grand Prix, only two sessions throughout the weekend were dry: the first free practice and the race. The downpour 
soaked FP2 and caused qualifying to be cancelled, so Bridgestone will bring the soft compound wet tyres to Motegi.FACT

LAST YEAR'S RACE 
2009 qualifying times 

fastest race lap:
Jorge Lorenzo, Yamaha - Lap 15 - Average speed: 159.329 km/h - Time: 1m 48.477s

2009 race results

1	 Valentino Rossi	 Fiat Yamaha Team 	 286.5	 1m48.545s

2	 Casey Stoner	 Ducati Team	 284.9	 1m48.601s	 0.056s

3	 Jorge Lorenzo	 Fiat Yamaha Team 	 294.1	 1m48.965s	 0.420s

4	 Chris Vermeulen	 Rizla Suzuki MotoGP	 291.8	 1m49.382s	 0.837s

5	 Colin Edwards	 Monster Yamaha Tech 3 	 289.5	 1m49.697s	 1.152s

6	 Loris Capirossi	 Rizla Suzuki MotoGP	 288.6	 1m49.980s	 1.435s

7	 Andrea Dovizioso	 Repsol Honda Team	 278.4	 1m50.030s	 1.485s

8	 Marco Melandri	 Hayate Racing Team	 287.8	 1m50.123s	 1.578s

9	 Toni Elias	 San Carlo Honda Gresini	 293.0	 1m50.209s	 1.664s

10	 James Toseland	 Monster Yamaha Tech 3	 289.6	 1m50.342s	 1.797s

11	 Dani Pedrosa	 Repsol Honda Team	 283.3	 1m50.391s	 1.846s

12	 Nicky Hayden	 Ducati Team	 287.1	 1m50.393s	 1.848s

13	 Yuki Takahashi	  Scot Racing Team MotoGP	 286.5	 1m50.404s	 1.859s

14	 Sete Gibernau 	 Grupo Francisco Hernaando	 284.5	 1m50.538s	 1.993s

15	 Alex De Angelis	 San Carlo Honda Gresini	 282.6	 1m50.601s	 2.056s

16	 Randy de Puniet	 LCR Honda MotoGP	 285.5	 1m50.669s	 2.124s

17	 Mika Kallio	 Pramac Racing	 290.0	 1m51.643s	 3.098s

18	 Niccolo Canepa	 Pramac Racing	 273.1	 1m51.929s	 3.384s

1	 Jorge Lorenzo	 Fiat Yamaha Team	 157.9	 43m47.238s

2	 Valentino Rossi	 Fiat Yamaha Team	 157.8	 43m48.542s	 +1.304s

3	 Dani Pedrosa	 Repsol Honda Team	 157.7	 43m51.001s	 +3.763s

4	 Casey Stoner	 Ducati Team	 157.5	 43m52.929s	 +5.691s

5	 Andrea Dovizioso	 Repsol Honda Team	 157.3	 43m56.445s	 +9.207s

6	 Marco Melandri	 Hayate Racing Team	 156.1	 44m17.793s	 +30.555s

7	 Loris Capirossi	 Rizla Suzuki MotoGP	 155.9	 44m19.994s	 +32.756s

8	 Mika Kallio	 Pramac Racing	 155.6	 44m26.654s	 +39.416s

9	 James Toseland	 Monster Yamaha Tech 3	 155.3	 44m30.344s	 +43.106s

10	 Chris Vermeulen	 Rizla Suzuki MotoGP	 155.3	 44m30.483s	 +43.245s

11	 Randy de Puniet	 LCR Honda MotoGP	 155.2	 44m32.072s	 +44.834s

12	 Colin Edwards	 Monster Yamaha Tech 3	 155.1	 44m33.778s	 +46.540s

13	 Alex De Angelis	 San Carlo Honda Gresini	 154.7	 44m40.763s	 +53.525s

14	 Niccolo Canepa	 Pramac Racing	 153.1	 45m09.042s	 +81.804s

15	 Toni Elias	 San Carlo Honda Gresini	 149.1	 44m25.681s	 +1 Lap

NC	 Sete Gibernau 	 Grupo Francisco Hernaando	 117.5	 41m40.115s	 7 Laps

NC	 Nicky Hayden	 Ducati Team	 --	 --	 24 laps

NC	 Yuki Takahashi	  Scot Racing Team MotoGP	 --	 --	 24 laps

			t   op
Pos	 Rider	 Team	 km/h 	t ime	 gap

			AVG  
Pos	 Rider	 Team	 km/h 	t ime	 gap

Stoner adds another to 
the tally
Casey Stoner scored his 21st MotoGP 
victory at Aragon, every one of them 
having come using Bridgestone 
tyres. The Australian is still the rider 
with the highest number of wins on 
Bridgestone tyres in a single season, 
with ten victories en route to the title 
in 2007. That season, Stoner scored 14 
podiums, which is second to Valentino 
Rossi’s 16 in 2008, but with five races 
remaining, Jorge Lorenzo is set to 
challenge this record.

Lorenzo loses podium 
clean sweep
Jorge Lorenzo’s unbroken run of 
podium finishes this year came to an 
end at Aragon, but he has secured 
24 podiums in the 30 races since the 
start of 2009 when he switched to 
Bridgestone tyres. He currently has 
twelve top-three finishes this year, 
equal to the number of podiums he 
achieved last season when, in every 
race he finished, he was only outside 
the top three on one occasion with 
fourth place.

Bautista ‘certain we can 
do better’
Rizla Suzuki rookie Alvaro Bautista has 
been having a strong debut season 
in the premier class. He has scored 
three consecutive eighth places at 
the last three grands prix, and scored 
a MotoGP career best result of fifth 
in front of home fans at Catalunya in 
July. Nevertheless, when the Spaniard 
returns to the scene of the first of his 
two 250cc victories last year, Twin Ring 
Motegi, he’s hoping to up his pace in 
Suzuki’s homeland.

team news

All qualifying practices are cancelled due to weather conditions. In accordance to article 1.16.3 of the 2009 FIM Road Racing World Championship Grand Prix Regulations, grid positions for races are defined according to Combined Free Practice times.


